PERIOD TWO
THE GROWTH OF THE NATION
1060-1216
CHAPTER 8
ENGLAND UNDER FOREIGN KINGS
JL THE NORMANS AS FOREIGN KINGS
The reigns of the first four Norman kings have a pecu-
liarity common to them all, and yet possessed by no reign
which follows. Kach of the four kings has the character of
a foreigner ruling by right of conquest over a conquered
people. The kings wore Norman, and the people Saxon;
Saxon subjects held down by Norman conquerors. It is
true that Saxon revolts were not quite so common as might
be expected, but the Saxons learnt that to rebel was hopeless.
In addition, they speedily found that, hard master as the supported
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king was, the Norman baron was worse, and so they sup- through
ported the Crown against the <c petty tyrant". Yet it was a barons
sullen support, given from self-interest, with no motive of
loyalty or affection about it. Kings and barons alike were
hateful to them as foreigners: they submitted to the rule of
a foreign king as being better than that of foreign barons.
But their real desire was to be rid of them all
By the time Henry IPs reign was reached this feeling of
antagonism was dwindling. Henry II was no longer re-
garded us a foreign king; the division between conquerors
and conquered was growing less sharp; even the barons
were taking a more national character. We shall have to
dwell more upon this; for the present it is enough to draw
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